
‘Share the peace!’
If you’ve ever been to one of PeaceWise’s training 
events, you know personally what a difference 
learning the principles of biblical peacemaking 
can make – both in your own life and in building 
a culture of peace in your workplace or ministry, 
church and community.    
PeaceWise now has a special promotional kit complete with 
videos, posters and training brochures you can use to help tell 
others about upcoming PeaceWise training events. 

So please contact us at contact@peacewise.org.au or on  
1300 1 PEACE (1300 173 223) to receive your free ‘Share the 
Peace’ kit that you can use to 
help tell your church, school 
or other community about 
PeaceWise training and how it 
can help build a culture of peace! 

Today, Sarah and Chris* are working on restoring 
their marriage. They are going on dates again, they 
are sharing their lives with each other and they are 
rediscovering the depth of love which drew them 
together when they first met. But not so long ago, 
things were very different.
Sarah and Chris came to PeaceWise in crisis. They were each so 
convinced that their marriage was over and could not be saved that 
they had brought in the lawyers. There had been long-term hurt, and 
a breakdown in trust. How could anything change?

Thanks to your prayers and support, PeaceWise was able to begin 
a process of intense conflict coaching and Christian mediation with 
them. We encouraged both parties to let God work in the deep 
places of their heart to reveal those ‘heart idols’ which had got in the 
way of their relationship with each other and with God.

And miraculously, through much pain, they were able to confess their 
wrongs and hurts to each other, and to forgive each other. They were 
able to confess to God, and to know the power and comfort of his 
forgiveness, made possible through Jesus’ death and resurrection – 
the greatest gift given by God to show his love for us (John 3:16, 1 
Peter 2:24). And they were able to put in place a plan to restore their 
marriage!  

Someone close to you might be struggling today… maybe in their 
marriage, maybe with parents, children or in-laws or maybe in some 
other kind of conflict. In situations like these, you can often lose hope.

But not our God. In the midst of even the worst of conflicts, our God 
is there. Ours is the God who promises Joshua before the Israelites 
enter Canaan, “Never will I leave you, never will I forsake you” (Joshua 
1:5). Ours is the God who says to the Egyptian servant Hagar who... 
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Continued on page 2

In this Issue: •  What is a PeaceWise Partner?
•  Y our questions about PeaceWise answered
•  “ PeaceWise training – so much more than I expected!”

• Peacemaking isn’t just a ‘church thing’
• Be a part of serving God’s people and spreading His Kingdom!

can save relationships
How God
that seem beyond hope

Contact PeaceWise to receive your 
free ‘Share the Peace’ kit that you can 
use to build a culture of peace in your 
community!



Q: How is PeaceWise funded?
A: PeaceWise is a not-for-profit Christian ministry, 
so we depend on your support to be able to carry 
out our ministry. All of our main ministry arms – training 
in peacemaking, carrying out conciliation work (especially 
mediations) and selling resources – do contribute… but 
they aren’t enough to cover our operating expenses, or to 
allow us to grow or to cover new projects like developing 
new resources for children.   
It’s the people, like you, who support us who make it possible for us 
to continue to spread the impact of peacemaking across Australia 
and beyond!
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Continued from page 1

PeaceWise Partner?
To help cover our more than $25,000 operating costs each 
month, we count on loyal PeaceWise Partners, people who 
give monthly to support PeaceWise spreading hope and 
helping people learn or receive the blessings of the Bible’s 
wisdom when it comes to conflict.
If you’d like to become a PeaceWise Partner, simply return your first month’s gift 
of any amount and your details with the enclosed reply form.  Thankyou so much 
for your commitment and partnership!

What is a 

about PeaceWise answered

*Names have been changed in this newsletter to protect anonymity

Q: What can I do now that I’ve done some 
training with PeaceWise? 
A: There are heaps of options - here are just  
some ideas…
•  The first step is to constantly seek to put what you’ve just learned 

into practice in your own life. This brings the training to life like 
nothing else!  

•  Join your nearest local PeaceWise group for local events and 
meetings where you can connect up with others who share a 
passion for peacemaking, practice skills, share testimonies, pray  
for each other and learn other ways to be part of what 
PeaceWise is doing. 

•  Volunteer to help with our events or in our office, provide prayer 
support or support us financially  

•  Tell others about our training by obtaining our free ‘Share the 
Peace’ kit (see page 1).

•  Consider running a course like “Resolving Everyday Conflict”  
at your church or workplace and invite both Christians and 
seekers along.

•  Join the conversation on Facebook or Twitter (@peacewiseaus)
•  Take the next level of training to build on what you’ve learned  

so far.
•  If you’re passionate about exploring training or conciliation 

ministry opportunities, talk to us about what interests you.

Your local PeaceWise Director is your best first point of 

contact – check out peacewise.org.au for their contact 

details, where you'll also find the latest ways you can 

connect with us.

•  Share with us your suggestions 
– we’d love to hear from you! 

...had been mistreated and cast out, “I see you, I care for you, I will 
bless you” (see Genesis 16). With God, there is always hope, for 
the Bible promises us, “nothing is impossible with God”  
(Luke 1:37).  

PeaceWise exists to share that hope and the gift of peace 
through biblical principles and the power of Christ, and to teach 
others how to do the same. Thank you for your partnership in 
this ministry!



Imagine your boss comes to you for help about how to deal 
with another manager who has upset some staff in a recent 
meeting. They know you’re a Christian and that you’ve done 
some “training stuff” about conflict. 

Peacemaking isn’t just a
‘church thing’

Rather than laughing nervously and panicking, you help them prepare an overall 
plan for dealing with the situation, using the principles you’ve learnt through 
PeaceWise. You help them talk about their relationship with the other manager, 
what they would like to see happen going forward and how to plan for the 
meeting in a way which is honest but not adversarial.  

Imagine your joy when your boss comes back and says the meeting went well,  
and your advice has helped them deal with the issues and actually strengthen  
their relationship with the other manager. What a great service to your boss, 
and what a witness to the power of biblical principles that you can give practical 
advice in a work context!  

Now imagine this story wasn’t imaginary – because in fact it’s Brian’s story, and he 
was so pleased to be able to serve his boss and witness godly wisdom in this way. 

The principles of biblical peacemaking can be applied in all forms of conflict. The 
simple four-point framework* can be used in workplace, church, family, neighbour, 
school, para-church, institutional and other conflicts alike. People who come to 
PeaceWise training find themselves applying the principles in all kinds of ways – 
even ways they might not have anticipated – like Brian found out!

“PeaceWise training – so much 
more than I expected!”

“If I’d realised how beneficial PeaceWise 
training was going to be I’d have done it a 
whole lot sooner. With a biblical perspective 
and immediate application to ministry it is 
some of the most valuable training I’ve done. 
So much so that I’ve given books to other 
pastors in our city, encouraging them to 
pursue PeaceWise training. 

 “Like many (most) other pastors, I’m called 
upon to work with people in conflict – in 
families, workplaces and churches and 
some of these situations are extremely 
challenging. PeaceWise hasn’t made me an 
‘instant expert’ but it has definitely given me 
some useful tools to work with and more 
importantly, a frame of reference with which 

to approach conflict. There is much more 
to learn and I’m looking forward to doing 
advanced courses.

 “I think the PeaceWise approach is 
important because it’s much more than just 
addressing conflicts. PeaceWise is about 
actively and intentionally building cultures 
of peace: communities of people for whom 
the pursuit of peace is a hard-wired default 
position. I’m inspired by the possibilities as 
I help our church family embrace a peace-
making mindset.

 “My introduction to PeaceWise training 
was made possible by generous sponsorship 
which greatly reduced the cost. I’m so grateful 
to those who have made this investment.”

Mal Sercombe is Senior Pastor of Darwin Baptist Church. Thanks to a 
scholarship provided by some generous PeaceWise supporters, he was 
recently able to attend Personal Peacemaking, Conflict Coaching and 
Mediation training over five days. Here are his reflections…
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* The framework we teach was developed by Peacemaker Ministries – see Ken Sande’s The peacemaker (2004 Baker Books) and is used by 
permission. All PeaceWise teaching is adapted and contextualised for Australia.

Thanks to some generous PeaceWise 
supporters like you, Mal was able to  
attend the full PeaceWise training.  
He said:

“My introduction to PeaceWise 
training was made possible by generous 
sponsorship which greatly reduced the 
cost. I’m so grateful to those who have 
made this investment.”

GOD

ME
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Glorify God

Get the log out  

of your own eye

Gently restore

Go and be  

reconciled
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Bruce Burgess, National Director

It’s always risky putting big visions in writing, but then again…when did 

God ever say following him would be risk-free?!  

So, here we go…

There is no other Australian ministry like PeaceWise, with a singular focus on 

teaching people to respond biblically to conflict. And you are a vital part of our 

future.

As you know, we are not simply Christians using predominantly secular principles. 

Rather, biblical principles infuse both the ‘what’ and ‘how’ of all that we teach and do. 

We stress that it is the power of the gospel of Christ which transforms lives and 

brings hope. 

Through the support of friends like you, PeaceWise has seen God’s sovereign hand 

at work in blessing the growth of the ministry enormously since our formation in 

2007, with particular fruit in the areas of the local church, denominational training, 

parachurch organisations and Christian schools.

Since that time, PeaceWise has trained thousands of people in biblical peacemaking.  

Our training spans across foundational principles of how to deal with conflict, how 

to coach others who are in conflict and how to mediate even in complex cases like 

multi-party disputes or marital conflict.

We have seen God do amazing works of reconciliation between parties whose 

relationships were, humanly speaking, beyond hope. Perhaps you are even one of 

those stories! We are constantly humbled by God revealing himself to people in ways 

that bring healing and restoration and health to broken situations.

As more and more people like you discover and benefit from the principles of 

biblical peacemaking, PeaceWise is finding a huge demand for more training, more 

peacemaking and newer, better materials. 

We are passionately committed to serving God’s people and spreading his kingdom 

by responding to this ever-growing need by building up our training and peacemaking 

capacities and by developing contemporary and contextualised quality materials.   

In particular, PeaceWise has felt called to one enormous project: We believe we are 

called to develop the best peacemaking materials for kids in the world, and then 

spread them across the globe!

With your help, we want to see countless churches, schools, ministries and 

workplaces using biblical peacemaking to help build genuine cultures of peace. And 

we want to see people drawn to Christ through seeing how differently Christians 

deal with conflict. What a great opportunity to witness the power of the gospel!

So thank you for joining with us to spread the transforming power of the gospel of 

Christ and the blessings of peace across the whole of our nation and beyond.

With warmest blessings in Christ,

Bruce Burgess, National Director

God’s people and spreading
Be a part of serving 

 His Kingdom!

web: peacewise.org.au

email: contact@peacewise.org.au

ph: 1300 1 PEACE (1300 173 223)

mail: PO Box 3590 Rhodes NSW 2138  

PeaceWise Ltd ACN 125 667 067 is a cross-denominational not for profit ministry established in 2007.


